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Greek Revival architecture is considered to be the first national style of American architecture. Foun
homes across the nation, from brick townhouses in the north, to small farmhouses in the midwest, to |
plantation homes in the south, Greek Revival architecture was the choice of the rich and the poor fror
early 182006s wuntil the Civil War. I nfl uenced
Greecebs struggle for i ndependence with thei
America, Greek architecture represented political freedom.

Built to resemble the temples of early Greece, Greek Revival architecture is characterized by its lir
shape; the low pitched hip roof with heavy cornice and dentil molding, the wide frieze board running e
the roofline, and its symmetry of form; the paneled entry door with sidelights, -thengall, double
windows, evenly spaced. The most defining feature of Greek Revival architecture is the large porch &
front of the house. Often two stories, the porch is designed with a large, gabled pediment supporte
tall columns and decorative pilasters. It is the front porch that clearly defines the architectural styl
Lakeport Plantation house as Greek Revival.

It is difficult to determine the exact origins of the American porch. In colonial America, the sm
gableroofed porch found on homes in the north was influenced by Great Britain. In the south, the pc
was influenced by other sources. Colonial traders introduced the large, open porch to the south &
finding them on homes in the Caribbean, where the humid climate was similar to that of the colonial s:

The large two story front porch and
ornamental iron porch can both be seen i
photo of Lakeport Plantation house. Both p

es hawvehriowaglhld wi ndofm
the floor and allow passage from the inter|
the house to the exterior.




It is the front porch that is the most defining architectural feature offL
Plantation house. The large gabled pediment and supporting columns a
clearly define the house as Greek Revival.

West African slaves were also influential i
introduction of the porch in the south. The spok

house, built by African slaves, is believed to be o ,—‘
first American houses to have a front porch.

The original function of the porch was to pro ySE
sheltered entrance to the house. As America c ;:"
so did the porch. Especially in the south, the )
became an extension of the house, a place forh_
gatherings. Grand entrances were built to refl

define the architectural style of the house. The Greek Revival style porch design suited the warm cli
of the southern states. The large porch with tall windows provided ample shade and ventilation.

The Lakeport Plantation entry porch has all of the defining characteristics of Greek Revival architect
The large gabled pediment that sets above the two story porch is framed with decorative cornice
dentil moldings, an elaborate rose window in the center. Large wood columns, square in shape
slightly tapered, stand from floor to ceiling on each floor, providing support for the large pediment.
orative pilasters, or flattened columns, project from the wall at each end of the porch. Between the col-

umns and the pilasters are a spindled balustrade, or
porch railing, that surrounds the first and second floor
porches. In the center of the porch, on the first and
second floors, is an entry door, with tall windows on each
side. The windowst haomutghe f
windows, opening from the floor to allow passage from

the inside of the house to the porch outside.

At each end of the porch are two small, cast iron
balconettes, only two feet deep. Although they can be

The small, cast iron balconettes that set at each end of the front porch of Lakeport
Plantation house are considered strictly decorative as they are too small to be
functional.
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The ornamental iron porch is constructed almost entirely of
decorative cast iron. It can be accessed from the north parlor.

Because of its location and design, It is considered to be the
more formal porch
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accessetdhbpugtwal wi ndows, it is bel

i eved, beca
decorative purposes.

On the north side of Lakeport Plantation house is the ornamental iron porch. This porch is constru
al most entirely of dethopoaghvewtcandowsrahl owd e
the north parlor and an entry door provides access into the drawing room behind. Above this porch

balcony that is surrounded by decorative ironwork. Because of the location and design of this porch
considered to be the more formal porch.

At the back of Lakeport Plantation house is a large ell shaped porch. This porch runs along the bac
the main house and down the single story ell where the kitchen, commissary and plantation office
located. This porch provides shelter as one passes from the main house to the kitchen or commiss
Considering its location, the purpose of this porch was probably strictly functional. Its design is sin
The columns are the same as the front porch. There is no fancy balustrade. The one element that ¢
the i mpression of gtrtarnadwegho tmayw hwisn doow cthhats

The panes of this window are made of an opaque patterned glass, allowing light into the room w
maintaining privacy.

The purpose of the ell porch was strictly functional, p
sheltered access from the main house to the kitch
commissary. Of simple design, the one decorative el

the bay window that holds opaque patterned glass
panes.




The small porch on the west end of the ell is accessiljle from
the kitchen and the plantation office. This porch pjovides
shelter when coming from the back yard where the dgiry and
the smokehouse are located.

A smaller porch sets on the west end of the one story ell, providing shelter for entries to the kitchen
the plantation office. This is a second entry to the kitchen. On the north side of the house, a st
provides a second entry to the plantation office. This may have been the primary entry to the plant:
office as it faces the front of the house.

At the time that restoration began, all of the porches on Lakeport Plantation house were in poor condi
Past repairs were evident but only served to cover up the deterioration. Once exposed, it was eviden
the front porch was on the verge of collapse. Support beams for the large pediment were ba
deteriorated as well as support columns on both floors. The support columns on the outside perimet
the first floor were deteriorated to the point that only a sliver of wood remained to provide support for
column. The floor joists on both floors were also badly damaged.

Temporary bracing was used to support the pediment as the deteriorated porch components w
removed. During this time the brick porch foundation was rebuilt and deteriorated floor joists w
replaced. When the original floor joists were exposed, it was discovered that they had been built tc
slightly higher than the supporting beams. The purpose of this was to allow air to flow underneath
porch decking to prevent moisture deterioration. This same type of construction was used when repl:

The small stoop provides another access to the plantation
office from the north side of Lakeport Plantation house.
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